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I Was There, Charley! is a unique narrative written by an 88 year old survivor of the Battle of Bataan

and the Bataan Death March. In it you will go with him from the early days of basic training to the

explosive day when the Japanese bombed Clark Field in the Philippines and he realized Sherman's

"War is Hell" was right on the money. Slave with him in the blazing sun of the Philippines infamous

prison camps of O'Donnell and Cabanatuan. Sweat and freeze in the steel mill and on the docks of

Hirohata and Fusiki prison camps in Japan. Starve on a diet of rice and greens soup, sleep on

bedbug and lice infested bamboo slats. Make the endless trips to the A-frame latrines as you suffer

the pangs of Diarrhea and Dysentery. These and hundred of other brutalities only the godless

mongols of Japan could inflict. All are told here.
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Clemens A. Kathman, better known as &#x93;Clem&#x94; survived The Great Depression only to

have his plans interrupted by Hitler, Mussolini, and Tojo. He spent more than three years as a

prisoner of war before being liberated in September 1945. After being discharged, he resumed

working in the newspaper field, retiring in 1981. This is his first book. --This text refers to the

Paperback edition.

This book was wonderful. It is a true story of a POW and was recommended by someone who also

served in the South Pacific during WW II. There is not a lot of gory details; we all know how life was

for captured military men. The story is uplifting since Clem never lost hope of being rescued despite



his situation. Easy read.

This is a great read. I was raised in the shadow of the war in the Pacific. A picture of General

Wainwright hung on our wall during my childhood years. Today, so many have never heard of the

Bataan Death March, and the ordeals of the prisoners of war held by the Japanese in WWII.

Kathman's matter of fact style makes his experience vividly real.

This was insightful to the treatment of our POWs at the hand of the Japanese during WW II
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